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Scopus

Scopus, now officially named SciVerse Scopus, is a bibliographic database

containing abstracts and citations for scholarly journal articles. It covers nearly

18,000 titles from more than 5,000 international publishers, including coverage of

16,500 peer-reviewed journals in the scientific, technical, medical and social

sciences (including arts and humanities) fields.! It is owned by Elsevier and is

provided on the Web for subscribers. Searches in Scopus incorporate searches of

scientific web pages through Scirus, another Elsevier product, as well as patent
databases.
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Since Elsevier is the owner of Scopus, and is also one of the main international
publishers of scientific journals, some users have misgivings about a potential
conflict of interest in the choice of the periodicals to be included in the database. In
response, Elsevier established the independent and international Scopus Content
Selection and Advisory Board (CSAB) to maintain an open and transparent content

coverage policy. The board consists of scientists and subject librarians from all

scientific disciplines and geographical areas, whose interest is to access any

relevant information regardless of the publishers.

Scopus also offers author profiles which cover affiliations, number of publications
and their bibliographic data, references and details on the number of citations each
published document has received. It has alerting features that allow anyone who
registers to track changes to a profile. By using Scopus Author Preview anyone is
able to search for an author, with affiliation name as a limiter, verify the author’'s
identification and set-up an automatic RSS feed or e-mail alerts to the author’s

homepage.

Scopus TopCited provided a quick overview of subject-specific top 20 cited articles
in the past three, four or five years of publication covered by Scopus. This service

was discontinued in August 2010.
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